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Project abstract This project investigates the potential influence of 
phonological status of a sound on the variation of its 
acoustic and articulatory properties, focusing on two 
research questions: (i) Does the existence of a phonological 
contrast introduce a reduced variation in the phonetic 
properties of a sibilant consonant? (ii) Is there a trade-off 
between the variation of a phonetic property and its 
importance to a phonological contrast? Acoustic and 
articulatory measurements are adopted on the production of 
sibilants in Chinese dialects representing different sibilant 
inventories. This research is expected to deepen the 
understanding of the relation between phonological status 
and phonetic property. 
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